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Significance of Study 
A considerable number of studies have been made by civic and research 
organizations relative to the universally poor housing conditions among 
Negroes. Public housing projects have not served adequately those for 
whom they were constructed; and, private housing has not been made availa¬ 
ble to those who suffer greatest from the ills of poor housing because 
of exorbitant rents exacted by unscrupulous real estate operators; but 
on the contrary, both types of housing facilities have been occupied by 
the higher income level among Negroes owing to the pattern of restricted 
residential areas.^ 
According to %rdal: 
In fact, the correlation between poor housing, on 
the one hand, and tuberoulosis, venereal diseases, pro¬ 
stitution, juvenile delinquency, and crime, on the other 
hand, has been demonstrated so often by American experts 
that we do not have to add anything to the evidence. 
This point should be kept in mind in any evaluation of 
the Negro family, of Negro crime and of Negro sickness.^ 
Thus, it has been generally agreed that sub-standard housing areas 
present, as a whole, a large number of the social problems affecting 
society. 
Purpose of Study 
The purposes of this study were to describe the types of services 
Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilemma (New York), 1944), p. 364. 
2 
Ibid., p. 376. 
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available to Negroes; to determine the characteristics of two hundred 
families residing in a sub-standard housing area; to ascertain what agency- 
resources the families use; and to show the extent to which the various 
agency services meet the needs of the families. 
It was hoped that the results of a study of this kind would prove 
to be useful in future community planning. 
Scope 
This study has been limited to the utilization of the resources 
available through public and private social agencies in the areas of 
housing, employment, health, recreation, education, and family sub¬ 
sistance needs. 
Two hundred Negro families living in an area known as the "Scrub” and 
designated by the Tampa Housing Authority as comprising an area of sub¬ 
standard dwellings were investigated. 
Method of Procedure 
The questionnaire method was used as a technique of the statistical 
method and the factual data compiled into tables. 
These homes were selected because of the nationwide publicity given 
this area as being a good example of a blighted area. 
The dwellings reported represented at least eight homes in each 
square block of this area, thus providing an adequate sample. 
Five interviewers including the writer made a house-to-house canvass 
interviewing the heads of families wherever possible or otherwise the 
next adult representing the family. 
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All data secured were recorded on prepared schedules used by the 
interviewers. 
CHAPTER II 
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC FACTORS 
It was atout fifty years ago when the city of Tampa had a population 
of eight hundred, and from its earliest history gave evidence of becoming 
a west Florida coast metropolis. It was apparent that shipping and 
traveling facilities were to be all important factors of its existence, 
and men with vision encouraged and obtained the facilities of a railroad. 
The surrounding territory has since flourished, and today, Tampa has within 
seventy-five miles of its boundaries, a population of more than a half 
million people who are established in homes and businesses. It is noted 
that Tampa is classed as one of the youngest of American cities, but 
its historical background extends back as far as the year 1513, when the 
history of this country was in the making. 
Ponce de Leon came to the eastern shore of Florida in 1513. Later, 
in 1528, De Narvaez sailed his fleet into Tampa Bay and launched the 
first inland exploration of the North American continent. 
The main industries in Tampa included phosphate mining, shipbuilding, 
citrus fruit juice canning, and cigar making. The Latin people were 
largely employed in the latter industry. 
Tampa's outlying districts have always been rich in agricultural 
horticultural productions, including winter vegetables, strawberries, 
and citrus fruits. 
Port of Tampa, nine miles south of the city, has already been 
established as the most available port to countries in the West Indies 
and the Pacific Ocean. 
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The 1940 census placed the population of Tampa at 107,674 persons, 
including 28,000 Negroes. The area is 24.10 square miles, its elevation 
from four to sixty-two feet, and the mean temperature, 71 degrees 
Farenheit. 
Tampa has been progressing, but it cannot go forward as long as its 
blood stream of progress is blocked by slums. It cannot advance far with 
its nerve centers of community development torn by sub-standard housing. 
Slums are Tampa's number one problem. The largest and most predominant 
area is known as the "Scrub," where approximately five thousand Negroes 
live within a half mile boundary, exactly in the heart of Tampa, stretching 
across the breast of the city within a short distance of the City Hall. 
Marital Status and Age 
Among two hundred families examined mere! 104 married couples or 
fifty-two per cent; four couples living in common law or two per cent; 
three unmarried couples or one and one-half per cent; four unmarried 
mothers or two per cent; fifty-eight widows or widowers or twenty-nine 
per cent; three cases of desertion representing one and one-half per cent; 
twenty-four separations, representing twelve per cent, with no "other" 
designation reporting. 
The largest percentage of heads of families according to age range 
was represented by persons over forty-six years of age within the legally 
married group. The next highest percentage was represented by the 
widows or widowers found in the over forty-six years of age range. Common 
law couples ranged from thirty-six years of age and over. The unmarried 
couples ranged from twenty-six to thirty-five years of age. It may be of 
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interest to note that of four unmarried mothers, one was over thirty, 
and three were over forty-six. The largest percentage of desertions was 
found beyond the thirty-six year level. The third highest percentage 
was found in the separation group, occurring in all age groups, with the 
highest single percentage occuring within the forty-six years and over 
group. (See Table 1, page 26). 
Church Affiliation 
As to church affiliation, it was found that fifty and one half per 
cent were Methodistj twenty-seven and one-half per cent were Baptist; 
one-half of one per cent were Catholic and ’’other" designations represented 
only four per cent. Seventeen and one-half per cent did not report, 
meaning that they did not have any church affiliation. The Catholics 
had a large following in this city among colored people, maintaining a 
grammar and a high school successfully in the community. The "other" 
designation was almost entirely restricted to Churoh of God adherents 
and Episcopalians. The percentage of Episcopalians compared favorably 
with the number of persons of West India and Nasseau extraction found 
in the Negro population. 
From the report that eighty-two and one-half per cent professed 
affiliation accompanied with denominational choice, it can be readily 
assumed that over one-half of the interviewees definitely possessed 
a religious consciousness. 
Educational Attainment 
Educational achievements among adults indicated that forty-three, 
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or thirteen and nine-tenths per cent, completed elementary school; eigh¬ 
teen, or five and nine-tenths per cent, completed four years of college. 
"None," numbering sixteen, or five and nine-tenths per cent, means that 
this number has had no formal schooling. 
It is to be understood that the educational achievements were not 
restricted to heads of families only, but also represented the total 
number of adults reporting in this study. The highest percentage was 
found on the eighth grade level, representing thirteen and nine-tenths 
per cent. The second highest percentage was found at the completion of 
the third grade, which represented twelve and six-tenths per cent, a 
difference of slightly over one per cent. 
TABLE 2 
HIGHEST EDUCATIONAL LEVEL ATTAINED BY ADULTS 
Years Number Per Cent 
Total 310 100.0 
Elementary 
1 1 .3 
2 14 4.5 
3 39 12.6 
4 24 7.7 
5 30 9.7 
6 31 10.0 
7 29 9.4 
8 43 13.9 
High School 
1 24 7.7 
2 18 5.9 
3 10 3.2 
4 18 5.9 
College 
1 1 .3 
2 1 .3 
3 1 .3 
4 1 .3 
None 16 5.1 
Not Stated 9 2.9 
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Thus, it was found that over half, sixty-eight and one-tenth per 
cent, did not pass beyond high school level. The "None" and "Not Stated" 
designations combined also represented an additional eight per oent. 
Among two hundred and thirty-five children reporting, it was found 
that ten and two-tenths per cent completed eighth grade within the twelve 
to fifteen year age group. This represented the highest enrollment in any 
grade. The third grade had the next highest enrollment with seven and 
eight-tenths within the six to eleven age group. The largest number of 
children were found within the six to eleven age group numbering eighty- 
five or thirty-six and four tenths per cent. 
Retardation as to grade level and age range did not begin until the 
third grade. From this study it was found that out of eighteen children 
enrolled in the third grade, two of them fell in the age range of 12-15 
years, making a grade retardation of four years. In the fourth grade, four 
children fell in the 12-15 year age range making a retardation of two 
years and one was retarded five years. In the sixth grade, five pupils 
were retarded one year and one retarded five years. In the seventh grade 
eleven pupils were retarded one year. The eighth grade showed thirteen 
within the age range and eleven retarded three years. The eighth grade showed 
thirteen within the age range and eleven retarded three years. 
Out of nineteen pupils enrolled in high school, seventeen of them were 
retarded one year. From these findings, it was concluded that out of the 
total one hundred and fifty*one pupils enrolled in school from grades one 
through high school, forty-six were retarded from one to five years accord¬ 
ing to chronological age correlated with school age. 
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Occupational Classification 
Occupational pursuits included thirty-three unskilled and semi¬ 
skilled jobs ranging from odd jobs to one secretary, one grocer, one 
dressmaker, and one minister. Forty-four, or twenty-two per cent reported 
as unemployed, while five, or two and five-tenths per cent reported as 
pensioners. 
The most prominent classification was that of laborer, which comprised 
twenty-five per cent of the total. The next highest percentage was re¬ 
presented by day workers, totaling six per cent. All other occupational 
classifications fell under six per cent, with the exception of the un¬ 
employed group which was reported at twenty-two per cent. (See Table 4, 
page 29). 
Income 
The highest annual income of the largest number of heads of families 
was found in the $1,560 and $2,068 group, representing twenty-five and 
five-tenths per cent of the number of persons reporting. The second 
highest figure was found in the $520-$988 group, representing twenty per 
cent, while twenty-seven per cent did not report. These figures included 
seasonal work, of which a great amount prevailed in this part of the 
country. 
Because of the winter tourist season and seasonal industries, heads 
of families were more than likely not to be employed for an entire year. 
The report of the committee on Negro housing stated! 
Occupational types and economic levels of income offer a 
casual index to the problem of economic and social maladjust¬ 
ment, but of course, may not be traced directly to the source. 
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In individual instances the problem of intelligent spending 
is a potent factor. Nevertheless, as a racial group the 
Negro must face the problem of low income as against high, 
if not exorbitant rent.l 
TABLE 5 
RANGE OF INCOME BY HEADS OF FAMILIES 
Annual Income Range Number Per Cent 
Total 20Q 100.0 
$ 520-1,039 40 20.0 
1,040-1,559 34 17.0 
1,560-2,079 51 25.5 
2,080-2,599 16 8.0 
2,600-3,119 2 1.0 
3,120 and over 2 1.0 
Not Stated 55 27.5 
1 
Report of the Committee on Negro Housing, Charles S. Johnson, 




Rental costs ranged from two dollars to six dollars per week. The 
highest per cent of rental costs, forty-seven and five-tenths per cent, 
fell within the lowest range, two dollars to two dollars and ninety-nine 
cents. The median weekly rental costs was found within the three dollars 
to three dollars and ninety-nine cents range, or representing an annual 
cost of two hundred and seven dollars and forty-eight cents per year. 
TABLE 6 
RANGE OF WEEKLY RENTAL COSTS 
Range Number Per Cent 
Total 200 10Û.0 
$ 2.00-2.99 95 47.5 
3.00-3.99 39 19.5 
4.00-4.99 25 12.5 
5.00-5.99 10 5.0 
6.00 and over 4 2.0 
Not Stated 27 13.5 
The comparison of rental and income factors are at once significant 
in any study. It was shown that income by heads of families warranted 
in a large measure better housing facilities if placed upon a financial 
basis. On the other hand, it reflected the nature of the locale in which 
this study was made. This city had ninety per cent of its Negro population 
living in sub-standard dwellings perhaps not because of inability to pay 
higher rents or buy, but because expansion areas for Negroes were pro¬ 
hibitive due to restrictive covenants. 
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To support the contention that the absence of expansion areas was 
almost mainly responsible for those conditions, the Tampa Bulletin, weekly 
Negro newspaper, carried the following editorial July 8, 1946. It is 
quoted in parts 
The Negro residents of this (Scrub) section are the victims 
of circumstances and are forced to live here because they have 
no other place to go, nor is there any effort being made to 
house them in case this location is chosen for a City Hall 
site. It has been pointed out that schools, churches, homes, 
recreation centers and everything near and dear to human beings 
are located here and are being enjoyed by those living in this 
neighborhood, and sad would be the lot of anyone who would be 
compelled to move to other and strange sections.^- 
This article did not support a case for the "Scrub” except that the 
situation decried new expansion areas for Negro Tampans. 
Occupancy 
Where residence areas spreaded slowly and few new houses were erected, 
the population was accommodated by doubling up. The practice of taking 
in lodgers served the double purpose of providing individuals and small 
families with a place to stay in the absence of small apartments and hotels, 
and of providing essential assistance in the payment of rents. 
Both land and room crowding were in evidence. Old single houses were 
turned into double houses and crude apartments, and the tenants were re¬ 
luctant to make complaints for fear of dispossession. 
The high proportion of doubling is undoubtedly a factor contributing 
to the overcrowding which is so marked in dwelling units occupied by 
non-white households. Overcrowding as evidenced by occupied dwelling units 
"Editorial," The Tampa Bulletin, Tampa, Florida, July 8, 1946. 
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with more than 1.5 persons per room is far more prevalent among non-white 
than white households.^ 
The available number of dwellings as compared with the number of 
persons per family revealed that thirty-one and five-tenths per cent 
were living in four rooms, twenty-nine per cent were living in three 
rooms, and sixty per cent representing families of one to three persons in 
number. Twenty-four per cent of the families ranged from four to six 
persons, with the large families ranging from seven to nine persons 
representing only nine and five-tenths per cent. (See Table 7, page 30). 
According to B. T. McGraw: 
The essential problems to be faced are poverty and space 
restrictions growing out of racial discrimination. It is the 
problem of the racial restrictive covenant and the resultant 
ghetto. It is the problem of blight and slum living which 
have become associated with race. One residential phenomenon 
familiar to even the casual observer of American cities today 
is the concentration of most Negroes into one or two or more 
severely constricted areas, with a little scattering of colored 
families in other sections of the city. In fact, it has been 
established that the larger the proportion of Negroes in the 
total population, the higher is the degree of their concentration. 
Two, three and four Negro families are forced to live where one 
white family lived before. According to the 1940 census 
definition, eight per cent of urban units occupied by whites 
were overcrowded, while the comparable figure for Negroes was 
twenty-five per cent.^ 
The housing accommodations which the Negro roomer or renter was 
compelled to accept were generally poor. The buildings were probably the 
oldest in the oldest section of town and unprovided with modern sanitary 
Housing and Home Finance Agency, Housing of The Non-white Population, 
Government Printing Office, 1948, p. 6. 
2 
B. T. McGraw, "The Housing Problem," Negro Year Book (10th. ed., 
1947), p. 339. 
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facilities substantiating statements that overcrowding was in itself, one 
of the most important ills connected with sub-standard housing. 
CHAPTER IV 
AVAILABLE SOCIAL SERVICES IN THE COMMUNITY 
Numerous social and welfare services were found available. The 
agencies listed as members of the Tampa Community Chest provided by the 
joint effort of all the corporations, associations, institutions and 
agencies so associated, the funds necessary to cover their respective 
budgets. The Council of Social Agencies was organized as a committee of 
the Community Chest. Its membership being composed of one representative 
of each board and one representative of the staff of each agency. It 
had no budget and no membership fees and the program was carried on under 
the volunteer direction of its officers. The Social Service Exchange was 
an organizational device to aid the personnel of all social agencies to 
find recorded data concerning persons and families, so that continuing 
service may be more intelligent and beneficial to them. It served as an 
aid to better service in the community. 
Case Work Services 
Among the public agencies found offering case work services were 
the State Department of Public Welfare and The Child Welfare Center which 
offered assistance to persons and families in the three security categories 
namely, Old Age Assistance, Aid to the Blind and Aid to Dependent Children. 
Under the jurisdiction of the Probation Department and the Juvenile 
Court, were found the Juvenile Home of Hillsborough County and the Negro 
Industrial Homes for Boys and Girls. Dependent as well as delinquent 
children were committed to these institutions. 
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The public health services included the County Health Unit which 
covered general public health activities such as maternal and child health 
and venereal diseases; County Health Department, which offered medical 
care and treatment through clinics and visiting physicians; Tampa Municipal 
Hospitals for white and colored, both included medical social workers on 
their staffs; a County Tuberculosis Clinic served all races. Provision 
was made for aged persons of both races by the County Department of Wel¬ 
fare . 
There were four private case work agencies under the Community Chest. 
They were The Family Service Association and Child Welfare Center, which 
assumed responsibility for all general relief of persons not eligible 
under the Social Security categories; The Traveler’s Aid Society and The 
Salvation Army. Negroes did not receive aid from the Salvation Army. 
Group Work Services 
The City Recreation Department represented the public service under 
this heading. It maintained two recreation centers, one for white and one 
for colored. In addition to these services, it employed group workers to 
supervise playgrounds. 
There were seven private group work agencies associated with the 
Community Chest; The Seamen's Church Institute, serving all races; The 
Tampa Day Nurseries, serving white and colored; The Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts, serving both races; and the YMCA for white, with the YWCA operating 
two branches served both races.^ 
•^Survey in the Fields of Community Organization, Family and Child 
Welfare, Health and Recreation and Character Building, Tampa, Florida 
June-July, 1941. 
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Community Organizational Services 
The American Red Cross was the only private case work and community 
organization agency not associated with the Community Chest in this city. 
Its program inoluded filing veterans’ claims, emergency relief, teaching 
life saving classes, volunteer hospital assistance, and war or disaster 
relief. These services were available to all groups. 
The Tampa Urban League represented the area of community organization 
services. It served Negroes in the problem areas of social attitudes; 
employment, education, health, welfare, recreation and housing. 
CHAPTER V 
THE UTILIZATION OF EXISTING SOCIAL SERVICES 
Social welfare is concerned with those members of the community, who 
because of misfortune, incapacity, or industrial and economic conditions 
are unable to maintain themselves; those who require special care, treat¬ 
ment or training because of physical or mental handicaps; those whose 
conduct is anti-social or those who are in danger of becoming a menace 
to the community; and those who need to be protected from neglect or mis¬ 
treatment in the areas of related activity such as recreation, character 
building and other services belonging to the fields of education and 
health as well as social welfare.^" 
From a functional approach, the services utilized have been divided 
into the following main groups: Family and Child Welfare, Health, Character 
Building and Recreation. 
Family and Child Welfare 
From a social welfare point of view there is one problem the family 
and its children, the one cannot be divided from the other. Every child 
born into the world is an individual attached to a family with rights and 
obligations. 
Aid received by the two hundred families was as follows: Federal Aid 
in any form, ten, representing five per cent; State Aid, eighteen, repre¬ 
senting nine per cent; County Aid, representing three, or one and one-half 
per cent; and the City, representing three or one and one-half per cent. 
1 





THE UTILIZATION OF FAMILY AND CHILD WELFARE 
SERVICES BY FAMILIES 
200 Families Number Per Cent 
Total 34 17.0 
Service Agency 
Federal Aid 10 5.0 
State Aid 18 9.0 
County Aid 3 1.5 
City Aid 3 1.5 
The assistance agencies represented were the Social Security 
Administration, Old Age Assistance, Aid to The Bline, The County Home 
for The Aged, the County charity cases, the City clinics and City hospital 
servicds. Most of the families granted aid were headed by mothers where 
the status of the father was "dead," "deserted," "divorced," "disabled," 
"in jail," "in hospital for insane," or other reasons. 
The children's institutions were found not to be utilized at all, 
along with the "boarding services." No dependent or neglected children 
were taken away from any of these families by the Child Welfare Center. 
Recently during the past year an institution was provided for dependent 
and wayward Negro girls, however, none have been admitted there from this 
area. 
It is a peculiar characteristic of this area that may or may not 
agree with other similar sub-standard housing areas; namely, the families 
themselves reported consistently their independence of welfare agencies 
and the children generally rated favorably with the average child of other 
areas. 
With regard to children, it has been stated: 
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Stable families are the best assurance a community can have 
that its children are getting a fair start in life. School, 
health, and recreation agencies can offer the highest type of 
service, but unless the children of the community have their 
basic emotional needs met through the security furnished by 
good homes, these community agencies are building upon sand. 
The legal, social, and economic supports which the community 
offers in the development of sound family life are therefore 
fitting subjects for study.1 
Health 
In almost every community surveyed, the high death rate and disease 
rates corresponded with the areas of poor housing. Among the factors 
responsible were lack of sun, overcrowding, dampness, filth, poor water, 
and decay of buildings. In these areas, too, there will be found a high 
concentration of suicides, mental disorders and infant mortality. Poor 
housing alone may not be the sole culprit, it may be impossible to determine 
just how much sickness, death and crime may be assignable to poor shelter 
and how much to poor nutrition, poverty or other causes. But the information 
gathered, placed an emphasis on housing.2 
It was found that of two hundred families, seventeen, or eight and 
five-tenths per cent were receiving aid from private sources. Or in other 
words, they paid their medical expenses. Only twelve, or six per cent were 
charity cases. Twenty-two were found to be in need of medical care, but 
it was not reported that they desired charity. One hundred and forty-nine 
or seventy-four and five-tenths per cent reported "not in need of medical 
care." (These results would indicate a reasonable financially independent 
Joanna C. Colcord, Your Community (New York, 1947), p. 193. 
2 
Charles Abrams, The Future of Housing (New York, 1946), p. 391. 
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and healthy sample.) 
TABLE 9 
DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES RECEIVING OR IN NEED 
OF MEDICAL CARE 
Source Number Per Cent 
Total 200 100.0 
Private 17 8.5 
Public 12 6.00 
In need but re- 
ceiving none 22 11.00 
Families not in 
need of medical 
care 149 74.50 
Character Building and Recreation 
As has been stated before, the YWCA, the Boy Scouts, and the Girl 
Scouts organization comprised the character building agencies offering 
services to this group. The Recreation Center also may be included in 
the character building services, as its program was designed to include a 
full training and recreational schedule. 
The activities of the YWCA ceased during the past year among the 
children of this area. During 1948 six or seven meetings were held with 
a group of not less than fifteen girls ranging from twelve to sixteen years 
of age. Foremost among the reasons for discontinuance of service was the 
under staffing of YWCA personnel.^ 
G. V. Stewart, chairman of the Negro Scout Committee wrote: 
We would like to point out that much has been done in the 
area of scouting for those living in the section commonly 
called the ’’Scrub.” 
Letter from Miriam Anderson, Executive Director, 
Tampa, Florida, May 3, 1949. 
Branch YWCA, 
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Several institutions; namely, Allen Temple AME Church, 
Morning Star Baptist Church and St. John Baptist Church have 
sponsored troops in this section from time to time. Presently, 
scouting in this area is not alive due to many factors, such 
as lack of scout-masters, field executives and interest on the 
part of adult leadership. 
School surveys show over a period of time that there is 
high interest among the boys between the ages of twelve and 
fifteen in the scouting movement. 
Boys in this area who have been members of the several 
troops mentioned above have attained the rank of Eagle, which 
is one of the highest awards in the scouting movement. 
In closing I might say, a new interest in scouting is being 
generated and we are looking for an improved re-vitalized con¬ 
cern on the part of adult leadership now and in the very near 
future. 1 
The recreational facilities for Negroes did not approach a program 
from any standpoint except the Center which the city took over from the USO 
at the close of World War II. 
The records at the Recreational Center revealed that four hundred 
and seven children were registered in the teen age club, and of this group, 
fifty per cent lived in the "Scrub" section. 
The Center was open in the morning with a program of handicraft, story¬ 
telling, folk dancing, dramatics, art and square dancing. It was well 
2 
staffed and plans were in progress for expansion. 
The City had one part for the exclusive use of Negroes. Its location 
prohibited its use by residents of this area. 
Letter from G. V. Steward, Chairman, Gulf Ridge Council, Boy Scouts 
of America, Tampa, Florida, May 12, 1949. 
2 
Interview with Margaret Hamilton, Director Negro Department, Tampa 
Recreation Department, Tampa, Florida, May 16, 1948. 
CHAPTER VI 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
1. The largest number of heads of families were found to be forty- 
six years of age and over and legally married. The widows or widowers 
were next and fell within the same age range. 
2. This investigation revealed that the population was old in 
years. Only twenty-four per cent were under the age of thirty-five. It 
seems to represent the people who, because of one reason or another, old 
age, failure, disappointment, poverty, illness and other reasons, have 
either been forced to live here or remained by choice. The results also 
indicated that expansion areas were to a great extent prohibitive. 
3. Over half of those reporting professed church affiliation, thus 
indicating a religious group, more or less. 
4. Nearly half of those reporting among adults completed elementary 
school, which was commendable for such an advanced age group. 
5. Most of the children were retarded in school, it was found when 
grade levels were correlated with chronological age. The large number of 
fatherless families and other economic factors, may have forced the children 
to remain out of school. 
6. Twenty-five per cent of the total employed were unskilled day 
laborers and twenty-two per cent were unemployed. These findings bear 
out the lack of higher formal or vocational education found within this 
group. 
7. The average family income was approximately $2,094 per year. 
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This income does not necessarily mean that these persons were employed all 
of the year. One reason for the high percentage of unemployment found 
during this investigation was the seasonal agricultural occupations prevalent 
in this section of the country. 
8. The rents were low, however, at the time of this investigation, 
rent control maintained a ceiling on them. Rents averaged three to four 
dollars per week. Thirty-one per cent of the families were living in 
four rooms and forty-eight per cent ranged from four to six persons per 
family. The correlation between persons and rooms revealed a fraction over 
one person per room. These dwellings were overcrowded only slightly over 
their capacity. 
9. Services in the community were divided into case work service, 
group work service, and community organization service. There were nine¬ 
teen agencies in the Community Chest, and many federal, state, county 
and municipal social services. They were designed to handle most of the 
community problems. 
Federal agencies offered the highest percentage of assistance for 
family and child welfare along with the state, county, and city. Social 
Security accounted for the Federal assistance to a great extent. 
10. rom the standpoint of health it was revealed that the majority 
of persons under medical care were obtaining it from private sources. The 
largest percentage of the entire group was found not to be in need of 
medical oare. These facts would indioate this group was in a good state 
of health, suggested that some financially independence existed. 
11. Group work and recreation services were found to be at a minimum 
for Negro boys and girls of the area studied. The YWCA, Recreation Center 
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Boy Scouts, and Girl Scouts were in Tampa but were operating on a limited 
program for many reasons. Letters and interviews from the files of the 
organizations showed that the services rendered as far as this group was 
concerned were inadequate. Yfhile not primarily a group work agency, the 
Tampa Urban League performed group work with about four hundred neighborhood 
club women. It reached these groups through block units and Christmas 
tree parties. 
12. Existing public and private social agency services might be 
utilized further through the following methods: make available to the 
public the purposes and functions of the agencies; work closer with planning 
officials; request more logical zoning regulations; encourage more effective 
control of sub-divisions; work for an intelligent and informed public 
opinion. 
Agencies could study the rents in this area; learn the standards of 
living of the various economic classes of Negro home ownership; study Negro 
residences in areas of transition; and make studies of changes of land values 
incident to Negro invasion of an area. 
It has been shown by-this study that Negroes living in sub-standard 
dwellings were not necessarily unlike other persons in different areas from 
a social and economic point of view, rather, on the contrary, such situations 





MARITAL STATUS AND AGE RANGE BY HEADS OF FAMILIES 
♦ , Age Range 
Marital Total 21 - 25 26 - 30 31 - 35 36 - 40 41 - 45 46 - over N. S. 
Status No. 7» No. 
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/
9 No. fo No. % No. No. % No. No. fo 
Total 200 100. 11 5.5 23 12.5 12 6. 21 10.5 23 11.5 103 51.5 7 3.5 
Married  r 
Couples 
Common Law 
104 52. 5 2.5 15 7.5 6 3. 11 5.5 13 6.5 50 25. 4 2. 
Couples 
Unmarried 
4 2. 2 1. 1 .5 1 .5 
Couples 
Unmarried 
3 1.5 1 .5 1 .5 1 .5 
Mothers 4 2. 1 .5 3 1.5 
Widows or 
Widowers 58 29. 4. 2. 3 1.5 2 1. 3 1.5 7 3.5 38 19. 1 .5 
Deserted 3 1.5 I 1 .5 2 1. 
Separated 24 12. 2 1. 3 1.5 j 3 1.5 4 2. ! 2 .5 9 3. 1 .5 
TABLE 3 





Total 1 5 6 11 12 15 16 20 
No. 7> No. ~T~ No. No. 7o No. %  
Total 235 100.0 62 26.4 85 36.4 53 22.4 35 14.8 
Elementary 
1 12 5.1 9 3.8 3 1.3 
2 8 3.4 1 0.4 7 3.0 
3 18 7.7 16 6.8 2 0.8 
4 16 6.8 12 5.1 4 1.7 
5 18 7.7 11 4.7 6 2.5 1 0.4 
6 11 4.7 5 2.1 5 2.1 1 0.4 
7 14 6.0 3 1.3 11 4.7 
8 24 10.2 3 1.3 10 4.3 11 4.7 
High School 
1 7 3.0 1 0.4 1 0.4 5 2.1 
2 3 1.3 3 1.3 
3 8 3.4 8 3.4 
4 1 0.4 1 0.4 
Not in School 89 37.8 51 21.8 21 9.1 12 5.1 5 2.1 
Not Stated 6 2.5 1 0.4 3 1.3 2 0.8 
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TABLE 4 
DISTRIBUTION OF OCCUPATIONAL PURSUITS OF 
HEADS OF FAMILIES 
Number Per Cent 
Total 200 100.0 
Odd .jobs 3 1.5 
Longshoremen 10 5.0 
Maids 9 4.5 
Laborers 50 25.0 
Helpers 4 2.0 
Launderers 10 5.0 
Cooks 4 2.0 
Porters 3 1.5 
Janitors 3 1.5 
Day workers 12 6.0 
Truck drivers 6 3.0 
Carpenters 1 .5 
Yardmen 2 1.0 
Blockmakers 2 1.0 
Farm hands 8 4.0 
Plasterers 3 1.5 
Chauffeurs 1 .5 
Clerks 1 .5 
Dishwashers 2 1.0 
Bell hops 1 .5 
Dressmakers 1 .5 
Pipe fitters 1 .5 
Meat packers 2 1.0 
Ministers 1 .5 
Secretaries 1 .5 
Waiters 1 .5 
Grocers 1 .5 
Bakers 2 1.0 
Bus girls 1 .5 
Pressers 1 .5 
Housewives 2 1.0 
Mechanics 1 .5 
Army service 1 .5 
Pensioners 5 2.5 
Unemployed 44 22.0 
TABLE 7 
NUMBER OF DWELLINGS COMPARED WITH RANGE OF OCCUPANCY 
BY FAMILIES 
Number of Number of Persons Per Family 
Rooms Per Total No. not reporting 1 3 4 6 
Dwelling 
No. ~fo No. No. r~T~ No. /» 
Total 200 LOO.O 13 6.5 120 60.0 48 24.0 
Rooms 
1 18 9.0 2 1.0 13 6.5 2 1.0 
2 22 11.0 5 2.5 13 6.5 3 1.5 
3 58 29.0 3 1.5 42 21.0 10 5.0 
4 63 31.5 3 1.5 32 16.0 19 9.5 
5 25 12.5 14 7.0 7 3.5 
6 11 5.5 5 2.5 6 3.0 
( 
8 3 1.5 1 .5 1 .5 
Not report- 
ing - - 




















No. Street No. 
A. MARITAL STATUS 
1. Mar. C'pl. 2. Common Law C'pl  
3. Unm. C'pl. 4. Unm. Mother 4. Wid.  
6. Des. 7 .Sep. 8. Sing. 9. Other. 
B. CHURCH AFFILIATION  
C. AGE DISTRIBUTION 
1. Head of family  
2. Members of family under 21 years of age: 
a. 0 - 1 year  
b. 1 - 5 years  
c. 6-11 years  
d. 12 - 15 years  
e. 15-20 years  
f. 21 years and over  
3. Total number of persons in family  
D. EDUCATION 
1. Elementary 




2. High School 
Year 
Completed 














1. Number of persons ill in family 
2. Number of persons at present under medical care 
2a. Private 2b. Public 
F. EMPLOYMENT (Head of family) 
1. Place of employment 
2. Length of employment 
3. Nature of employment 
G. INCOME 
1. Weekly earnings of head of family f 
2. Other weekly family earnings: 
a. No. of persons earning 
b. No. of persons earning 
c. No. of persons earning 
d. No. of persons earning 
e. No. of persons earning 
$ 1.00 to $ 9.00 
10.00 to 19.00 
20.00 to 29.00 
30.00 to 39.00 





a. No. of rooms. b. Renter c. Owner 
d. Amount of rent paid weekly e. No. of adults 
f. No. of children under 12 g. No. of ledgers 
Male Female 
Physical Condition 
a. Frame b. Brick o. Other 
d. Recently painted_ e. Need of repairs  
1. Floors 2. Windows 3 . Steps  
4. Roof 57 Other 
f. Windows screened  
g. Bathing facilities: 
1. Tub 2. Shower 3. Other 
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Toilet 
a. Inside house b. Outside house c. Other 
Privy 
a. Fly-proof b. Water-tight 
c, Individual d. Community 
I. AGENCY SERVICES 
1. No. of persons in family receiving aid at present time  
2. Names of agencies utilized at present time by family  
3. No. of applications to agencies filed at present time  
4. Desired services: 
a. Medical b. Financial  
c. Legal d. Other  
e. Referrals f. Disposition  
g. Other services  
5. Types of services received by members of family during past 
year  
6. No. of persons receiving Federal Aid  
7. No. of persons receiving State Aid  
8. No. of persons receiving County Aid  
9. No. of persons receiving City Aid  
10. No. of persons receiving Other Aid  
11. Utilization of City Recreation facilities: 
a. Are children in family using facilities  
b. How many times per week?  
12. Other services received from an agency or agencies, public, 
or private, at one time of another  
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